Suraha Tal Lake is the largest floodplain lake in Ballia District of eastern Uttar Pradesh. It is an open type oval 'U' shaped ox-bow lake in the floodplain of river Ganga, located 8km north of the district headquarters of Ballia. It is a perennial meander of the river Ganga with an area of 26km 2 . During the monsoon season, it covers about 33.4km 13'E at an altitude of 166m. The lake circumference is about 33.4km (Image 1). The Government of Uttar Pradesh has notified an area of 34.4km 2 including the lake as a bird sanctuary by Gazette notification No. 1088(1)/14-3-19/89 Lucknow dated 24.03.1991. The sanctuary has been named "Jai Prakash Narayan Bird Sanctuary" and it comprises both private and Gram Samaj lands in a number of small pokets where paddy is cultivated throughout the year. The lake is connected with the river Ganga through 32.6km long Katehar nullah. The lake is drained and filled through Katehar nullah according to the water level of the river Ganga, resulting in complete inundation during the monsoon months. It offers good habitat for a variety of flora and fauna. Birds are known to arrive frequently this lake due to the availability of nesting and feeding habitats. The lake has great recreational value and supports local agriculture and tourism and also other activities common in low lying areas such as irrigation and fisheries. Human interference and alteration in water levels of the wetlands are significantly responsible to recent decline in bird population. So far there is no detail infomation on the population status of water birds and the possible impact of human activities on wild birds population of this region.
Materials and methods:
The checklist of the avifauna of Suraha Tal Lake was prepared by extensive field surveys between August 2002 and July 2004. Surveys were conducted by fishing boat inside the entire lake and in paddy fields, trees and villages situated around the lake. Surveys were conducted monthly in the mornings from 0800-1100 hr and in the evenings from 1500-1800 hr with the help of 8×40 Bushnell binoculars. Identification and records were maintained according to their status (resident, migrant and local migrant), season (summer, winter and throughout the year) and habitat (aquatic, trees and human habitation). Birds were identified with the help of books by King et al. (1975) , Hancock (1984) , Woodcock (1984) , Ali & Ripley (1987) , Manakadan & Pittie (2001) , and Ali (2002) .
Results and Discussion: A total of 91 species of birds representing 33 families and 13 orders were recorded. Of these, 62 species are resident, 24 migrant and 20 are local migrant (Table 1) . Availability of food and suitable habitat facilitated resident and local migrant bird species to visit the lake throughout the year (Fig. 1) . In the winter season maximum birds species were recorded while in summer season the record was minimum. Common Teal, Temminck's Stint, Pallas's Fishing Eagle, and Great Crested Grebe were recorded occasionally during the study.
The common resident birds were Grey Heron, Indian Pond Heron, Cattle Egret, Little Egret, Median Egret, Great Cormorant, Indian Shag, Little Cormorant, Roseringed Parakeet, Greater Coucal, Indian Cuckoo, Indian Roller, Coppersmith Barbet, Brown-capped Pygmy (Table 1 ). The migratory birds mostly visited the area during winter season, were Common Teal, Little Ringed Plover, Golden Plover, Spotted Sandpiper and Darter are very common in appearance and also high in density.
The number of migratory birds has decreased over the years with increase in indiscriminate poaching. Another serious problem is the use of pesticides in paddy fields around the lake. A number of bird hunters 
